
07/17/2006 03:46 PMFrates brings art into middle school - Fosters

Page 1 of 3file:///Users/edgragert/Desktop/Frates%20brings%20art%20into%20middle%20school%20-%20Fosters.webarchive

Middle School  Integrated  Arts  Teacher

Larry  Frates  arranges  postcards  on  a

display  board  as part  of  the programs

eye -to -eye  project.  The project,  funded

by  the International  Education  and

Resource  Network,  allows  schools  to

create  and  swap  postcards  with other

students  around  the world.  Frates

expects  to  display  over  800 of  these

postcards  during  laconia's  Multicultural

Day  on  Saturday,  September  9.

(Kevin  Sperl/Staff  Photo  Memorial)

* Order  a print  of  this  photo
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Monday, July 17, 2006

Frates  brings  art  into  middle  school

By  BOBBY  MARTIN Citizen  Intern

LACONIA — The art program at Laconia

Memorial Middle School integrates

technological and visual arts with other

educational methods to prepare students for

high school — and for life.

The driving force of this program is Larry

Frates, but if you ask him he would tell you

otherwise.

"The projects that we do are completely

organized by the children," said Frates. "It is

a good way for them to use art, but implicate

their other classes as well." 

Frates has been working at Laconia

Memorial Middle School for seven years,

though that's only a small fraction of the time

Frates has spent in classrooms.

Starting in 1973 at Gilford Middle High

School, Frates has been a teacher of all

ages for over 30 years. Between working at Gilford and Laconia, he has spent time

teaching at Moultonborough Academy, Canterbury Elementary School, and at schools

in Braintree, Mass. and Quincy, Mass.

Along with his work in Laconia, he teaches humanities at Southern New Hampshire

University. When Frates is not teaching at Laconia or at SNHU, he teaches art classes

at his arts center called Frates Creative Arts Center. The center, located on Canal

Street in downtown Laconia, is in its 30th year and is run by Frates and his wife. At

the center, students can learn drawing, painting, cartooning, dance and theater. 
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Frates teaches people of all ages; helping people produce portfolios or just touch up

their skills in the arts. He uses history, geography, science, math and English poetry

in his teachings.

In his program at the Memorial Middle School, he's worked with art forms such

integrated arts, claymation, video-conferencing, photography, and music composition,

to name a few. His integrated arts program is connected to real-life situations. His

classes have helped design the set and props for school plays, set up holiday window

decorations for local businesses, and many other window displays along Canal Street

in Laconia. 

"The students have drawn up plans and built props for plays and dance recitals," said

Frates. "They are directly involved with the program."

Another activity that Frates' classes have carried out was the construction of a "Star

Dome," a planetarium that was completely designed by students. 

"The students created a constellation show that was a lot like an IMAX presentation,"

said Frates. "This includes background music and all." 

To create the music, students made their own beats using a computer program. The

students were able to produce, write and edit music to their liking. Some made

techno-sounding beats and other produced their own raps. They were able to digitally

add echoes and other sounds 

"This is a chance for students who are not excelling as much in other classes," said

Frates. "Some students just need to be motivated with something fun and educational.

This is a good chance for that." 

According to Frates, a new version of the program will include work by real musicians,

who wrote songs but allow students to rework them as long as the students send the

artists their revised pieces. If the musicians like them, there is a possibility the pieces

will be used professionally with attribution to the student who revised the piece. 

Another project that Frates' students have participated in is the Moving Voices

Project. Students from America and other countries used digital film to educate

students around the world about their classrooms. The two-minute videos allow

students from far away to get a grasp of how things are done in classrooms here, and

to get a feel for everyday life in Laconia. 

Frates' video was called "My School, My Community." Laconia was one of two schools

in the United States to create such a video. The video can be viewed on

movingvoices.iearn.org. 

"The video was part of a pilot project," said Frates. "Students could make it exactly

how they wanted it; equipped with music and digital editing." 

Eye to Eye Project is another program through iearn.org in which his middle school

classes have participated in. This is an international postcard gallery that keeps kids

from 15 different countries in contact. 
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"The whole idea is to show a global understanding through arts," said Frates. "It is a

good way to help with visual literacy as well as seeing how cultures vary." 

The program, which is run by Frates, consists of students making postcard images

that depict family, home, community, jobs, and other settings. Audio and video

conferencing have been included as well. 

His classes' most recent activities have centered around The Three Gardens Project.

The project was conducted by his seventh grade classes, in conjunction with the

library and health classes, as part of an integrated arts/health and media unit. The

project consists of a garden that has been split into three different parts: an English

Garden, a Japanese Garden and a Victory Garden. Frates said that the garden has

come a long way since replacing the overgrown brush area in the front of the Middle

School. 

One former student, Tyler Ricks of Laconia, was amazed by the work that the

students had done to create a presentable garden. 

"This is a huge improvement from when I was here," said Ricks. "All it was before

was bushes, grass and dirt. This is amazing. The kids really did an awesome job on

this." 

According to Frates, the students started with sketches of what they envisioned the

garden would become. From there, they designed the benches, bridges and the trellis.

As they have done in other hands-on projects, the students did all the measurements

and drawings. They also reorganized plants, performed soil testing and chose the

types of gardens. 

In the end, the garden came out as planned. The English Garden contains benches

and trimmed bushes. The bushes that were originally overgrown were preserved but

trimmed to look presentable. The Japanese Garden is equipped with a fountain that

contains symbols that look like Japanese writing, though in actuality it is the initials of

the classmates. The Victory Garden contains all sorts of vegetables that will be used

in the Family Consumer Science Classes. 

"I just figure that if you're going to do something, you might as well do something real,"

Frates said. "It may be a work in progress, but this is a great start."
c.  2006 George J.  Foster Co.


